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imprudence on the part of a young man whose
conduct had, till then, caused me unmingled
satisfaction. But, having learnt that he was so
blinded by passion as to intend to marry this
girl, and that he had even bound himself by a
written promise to that effect, I solicited the
King to have her placed in confinement. My
son, having got information of the steps I had
taken, defeated my intentions by escaping with
the object of his passion. For more than six
months I have vainly endeavoured to discover
where he has concealed himself, but I have now
some reason to think he is at the Hague/ The
Count earnestly conjured the Marquis to make
the most rigid search, in order to discover his
son's retreat, and to endeavour to prevail upon
him to return to his home. *It is an act of
justice,' continued he, * to provide for the girl,
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